Considerable interest in methane (CH4 ) sources and sinks has arisen due to reports of a gradual increase in atmospheric CH 4 concentrations of 1070 per year (Blake & Rowland, 1988). Because of the role of CH4 in tropospheric and stratospheric chemistry and absorption of planetary infrared radiation, such an increase has implications for ozone (0 3 ) depletion and global warming. For example, Pearce (1989) estimates that atmospheric CH4 levels account for 18% of current greenhouse warming, and will be the major greenhouse gas within 50 yr.
